THI N EDGE OF THE WEDGE
By Phyllis Zinbler MIler

Phyllis Zinmbler MIler
Beverly Hills, CA
310 927 6679
pzm |l er@mail.com



A bare stage.

(Note that in performances where the stage directions of
"l'tghts up" and "lights down" are not possible, the actors
shoul d nove forward or backward on the stage according to
who i s speaking.)

Li ghts up on RADI O ANNOUNCER sitting at a snmall table to one
si de of stage.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
Septenber 1, 1939. The German Arny
has attacked Pol and.

Li ghts down on Radi o Announcer.
Li ghts up on JUDI TH. She speaks in Yiddi sh-accented Engli sh.

JUDI TH
| amJudith and I am ei ght years
ol d, the youngest of three children,
when t he Russi ans occupy ny honet own
in Lithuania at the start of Wrld
War Il in 1939. W father had died
in 1938. He did not live to see the
Nazi s i nvade western Pol and, foll owed
by the Russians occupyi ng eastern
Pol and.

She | ooks off to one side as if fearful she will be overheard.

Judith picks up a small cloth bag at her feet.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
The Russi ans send a whol e school
class away for two weeks in the sumer
to help us learn to becone good
Communi sts. | amaway at this canp
when the Nazis march into Lithuania
in June of 1941. The non-Jew sh
children are inforned that no harm
wll come to them W Jewi sh children
are inmredi ately separated from our
non-Jew sh friends.

She puts down the cloth bag as the lights on stage dim

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
One evening, a counsel or wakes ne to
find a strange man standi ng above ne
and holding out a letter in Yiddish
fromm nother.

Judi th holds out her hand to accept an imaginary letter.
She reads it al oud.



JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
"Dearest Tochter: | have given this
man my di anmond ring in exchange for
bri ngi ng you honme. You nust obey
hi m conpl etel y. "

Judith clinbs into an imaginary sack

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)

He puts nme into an enpty sack and
fills it wth hay and potatoes. He
warns ne that making a sound could
cost ny life as well as his. Then
he drives his horse and wagon al
night. Every tinme the wagon stops,
| feel that this is the |last breath

| will ever take. Wen we arrive at
his house, he ties ne up in the
basenent to ensure | wll not run
away.

She rises fromthe fl oor,

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
When we finally reach ny hone, ny
not her hugs nme and breaks out crying.

Judith is overcome with enpotion. Then she | ooks straight at
t he audi ence.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Later we hear that all the Jew sh
chil dren who have been at Russi an
sumer canp wth nme have been shot
by the Nazis.

Li ghts down on Judith.
From t he audi ence Phyllis rises.

Phyl lis faces the audi ence and holds up her left hand as if
she i s exam ni ng her engagenent ring.

PHYLLI S
| have often | ooked at ny engagenent
ring and wondered whether | would
have had the courage to act on ny
instincts as Judith's nother did.
Wul d | have given ny dianond ring
to a Lithuanian peasant praying that
he could be trusted to risk his life
to save ny child?

Phyl | i s pauses.



Phyllis pauses as if contenplating the answer to these

gquesti ons.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Why does Judith's story continue to
haunt nme so many years after | first
heard it?

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
| am Phyllis, and | was born in the
US in 1948 to Anerican Jews three
years after the end of World War 1|1
and two nonths before the birth of
the State of Israel. Can ny concern
for the survival of the State of
| srael as well as ny horror over
Nazi Germany's nurder of six mllion
Jews and so many ot hers explain why
| amso worried that history nay be
repeating itself? Gven recent news
events, is Western Civilization once
agai n experiencing the "thin edge of
t he wedge"?

She pauses.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)

On ny honeynoon in Israel in Septenber
1969 -- 30 years after CGermany started

Wrld War 11 by invadi ng Pol and on

Septenber 1, 1939 -- | was a 21-year-
ol d coll ege graduate Anerican Jew
who had grown up in Elgin, Illinois.

Elgin had a small Jewi sh community
whose Eastern European parents and

grandparents inmgrated to the United

States many years before the Nazis
t ook over Germany and then Europe.

| knew very little about the Hol ocaust

or how many European Jew sh
communi ties had been destroyed by
the Nazis during Wrld Var 11.

She puts on an Israeli cap -- a kova tenbel --

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
In Israel nmy new husband and | took

on her

a bus tour to Mount Zion in Jerusal em

W were thrilled to be visiting the

city to which for thousands of years
Jews had prayed to return. The tour
group visited the Chanber of the

Hol ocaust, Israel's first Hol ocaust

museum
( MORE)

head.



PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
We wal ked through the series of cave-
i ke roonms, the walls covered fl oor-
to-ceiling with stones, each stone
comenor ati ng one of the nore than
2,000 Jewi sh comunities destroyed
by the Nazis. | stopped in front of
one stone that comrenorated the
destruction of Geek Jews.

Phyllis | ooks confused.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
G eek Jews? | had no idea that there
had been G eek Jews. And | certainly
had no idea that nore than 2,000
Jewi sh communities had been destroyed
by the Nazis.

Phyllis steps closer to the audi ence.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
VWhat do 2,000 Jew sh communities
even nean? Imagine a village or a
nei ghborhood in a city where Jew sh
children play and go to school, Jew sh
men and wonmen work at their trades
such as barrel making or grape
growi ng, scholars wite opinions on
religious matters, nusicians tune
their instrunents to play at weddi ngs,
ol d people sit outside their homes
wat chi ng over their grandchildren.
Then imagine mllions of those people

all vani shed -- turned i nto snoke
and ashes.
She takes off the Israeli cap -- the kova tenbel.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
One year later, in Septenber 1970,
my second |ieutenant husband and |
were assigned by the U S. Arny to be

stationed in Germany -- the country
whose Nazis systematically nurdered
6 mllion men, wonen and children of

our fellow Jews in addition to

mur deri ng others consi dered
"undesirabl es” including the Romani,
honmosexual s, nmentally and physically
handi capped peopl e, Jehovah's
Wtnesses, and political opponents.

Phyllis opens up an inmaginary atl as.



PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Just before nmy husband got on a pl ane
to fly to Germany, we found out we
were going to be stationed in Minich.
| had no idea then that Mnich had
been the birthplace for the rise of
Hitler and the Nazi party.

She cl oses the imaginary atl as.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Yet fromthe nonment we | anded on a
chartered mlitary flight in Frankfurt
and then took the train to Minich, |
began to be exposed to the Nazi
hi story | dreaded.

She picks up an imaginary suitcase and steps up as if boarding
an imaginary train.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
| knew that railroad cattle cars
were used to transport Jews to their
deaths in the concentration canps.
| al so knew that nen, wonen and
children were cramed into these
cars often for days wwth no food, no
water, no toilet facilities, and
very little air. Many, nmany people
died on those trains during the days
it sonmetinmes took to reach the
destinations of death.

She pauses for enphasis.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Now as we rode a German train in
Septenber 1970 from Frankfurt to
Muni ch, | stared out the w ndow at
the railroad cars that passed us,
wondering were these the sane cattle
cars that had transported the Jews
to their deaths.

She nods before speaki ng again.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Two nonths after we arrived in Minich
| read about an event that the Nazi
government had organi zed before the

start of WWI -- mass public attacks
on Jews throughout Gernmany and
Austri a.

( MORE)



PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
This event that | had never heard of
bef ore becanme known as Kristallnacht --
Ni ght of Broken d ass -- al so known
as Rei chspogromacht. During the
attack, the Nazis in Germany and
Austria burned synagogues, vandali zed
Jewi sh stores, and rounded up Jew sh
mal es, sending thousands to
concentration canps. Suddenly |
realized that | was |earning about
Kristal |l nacht while in Minich,
CGermany, on the exact date of the
anni versary of that dreadful night
of Novenber 9-10, 1938.

Phyllis contenplates this before continuing.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
For propaganda purposes the Nazis
clainmed that the attacks carried out
on Kristall nacht were spontaneous.
Yet when | later got a job in an
Arny office, | worked with a German
woman, M ss Wnkler. She told ne she
had been 17 in Miunich when her night
school teacher sent all the students
home early that evening before the
attacks began.

Phyllis | ooks around at the audi ence.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
In Arnold CGeier's book HERCES OF THE
HOLOCAUST he recounts that on Novenber
8, 1938, one night before
Kristal |l nacht, a German man appeared
at the Berlin apartnent of Geier's
grandfather. The man said: "Herr
Ceier, do you renenber when you saved
a soldier on the battlefield many
years ago during the Geat War? |
amthat soldier. | work with the
Chief of Police in Berlin and have
kept track of you for a long tine.
Tonmorrow night, police and SS wil|
round up adult male Jews all over
Germany. | have seen the list, and
your nanme is on it. Do whatever you
wish. M debt to you is paid."

Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on ELFRI EDE MORGENSTERN



ELFRI EDE MORGENSTERN
| am Elfriede Mdrgenstern, and | am
nine years old in Frankfurt, Germany,
the norning after Kristallnacht. W
not her's parents, Jews born in Pol and
rat her than Gernmany, have al ready
been taken by the Nazis and shi pped
back to Poland to be nmurdered in the
Nazi exterm nation canp of Auschwtz.
My nother, ny six-year-old sister
Sylvia and | are woken by poundi ng
on the door by Nazi brown shirts
demanding ny father. Lucky for him
he is away on business, and a nei ghbor
who barely knows us -- Frau Storch --
confirms that Herr Mrgenstern
frequently travel s on busi ness.
Mnutes later ny father pulls up in
his car in front of the house. He
has heard about the attacks on Jews
and returned to check on us. Frau
Storch runs to his car and pl eads
for himto get away.

Li ghts down on Elfri ede Morgenstern
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
The Nazis' concentration canp Dachau
was opened in March 1933 | ess than
two nonths after Hitler, head of the
bi ggest faction in the German
parliament, was appoi nted chancell or
and then transfornmed Germany into a
di ctatorship. When nmy husband and |
were stationed with the U S Arny in
Muni ch, we were very close to Dachau.
The first time we visited, the
exhibits of the small nuseum shocked
me. Fromthe exhibits | |earned
that the few concentration canp nanes
| knew were only the tip of the
i ceberg of a huge network of
exterm nati on canps, concentration
canps, |abor canps and acconpanyi ng
sub- canps.

She gl ances off to one side as if watching sone people.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
On one visit to Dachau, | gl anced
over to the interior gate leading to
the crematorium

( MORE)



PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Poi sed in the gate stood three people --
a man on each side of a woman -- al
three in silhouette. These three
peopl e were a heart breaki ng rem nder
that the Romani were the only other
group besides the Jews slated by the
Nazis for total exterm nation

Phyllis struggles to regain control of her enotions. She
stands with her head bowed, then she rai ses her head.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
The nonths that my husband and |
lived in Germany were often punctuated
with rem nders of the Hol ocaust.
Every time we rode the trolley cars
and were out anong Gernmans we woul d
| ook at those nen and wonen of a
certain age, wondering if they had
been part of the vast systemt hat
nmur dered so many.

She pauses for a nmonent, holding up in both hands an i magi nary
cof fee tabl e book.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
On our departure from Germany, our
nei ghbor -- the German wife of an
Arny officer -- gave us an illustrated
book of European capital cities with
a lovely inscription encouraging us
to return to Europe. As she handed
me the gift, she said, "I'msorry |
didn't get to know you better.
was ashanmed of what the Germans had
done to the Jews."

Phyl I'is wal ks downstage a few steps.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Back in the U S in |late sunmer of
1972 | becane an editor and reporter
at the Jew sh Exponent newspaper in
Phi | adel phia. And once again | would
unexpectedly be imrersed in the
Hol ocaust. Only this tinme, instead
of living in Germany 25 years after
the end of World War 11, | would be
i nterview ng Hol ocaust survivors and
saviors as well as publishing
firsthand accounts. M know edge of
the history before and during WA I
would be filled in by these personal
accounts.



Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on Radi o Announcer.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
I n Septenber 1935 the Nazis pass the
two Nurenberg Laws. The Law for the
Protection of German Bl ood and German
Honor forbids marriages and
extramarital sexual relations between
Jews and Germans. The Reich
Ctizenship Law declares that only
those of German or related bl ood are
eligible to be German Reich citizens.
The Jews are classed as state subjects
Wi thout citizen rights. Then the
foll ow ng nonth these racial |aws
are extended to include the Romani
and bl ack people. This supplenentary
decree defines the Romani as "enem es
of the race-based state" of Gernmany
in the sane category as Jews.

Li ghts down on Radi o Announcer.
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
One year after the enactnent of the
Nur enberg Laws, the major denocratic
countries of the world including the
United States sent their top athletes
to conpete in the 1936 Summer d ynpics
in Berlin. Do you know the children's
gane "Red Light, Geen Light"? By
attending the 1936 Summer O ynpics
in Berlin, the United States and
other major countries gave Htler a
green light to continue with his
wor |l d dom nati on plans.

Phyllis turns the imaginary radi o knobs.
Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on Radi o Announcer.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
Sept enber 30, 1938. Foll ow ng
CGermany' s annexation of Austria siXx
mont hs ago in March 1938, the
Sudet enl and regi on of Czechosl ovaki a
is given away to Germany in what is
cal l ed the Munich Agreenent.

( MORE)



10.

RADI O ANNOUNCER ( CONT' D)
British Prime Mnister Neville
Chanber| ai n announces "peace in our
tinmes."

Li ghts down on Radi o Announcer.
Li ghts up on Czech Jew SQOL.

SCQL
| am Sol and | am age 14 in Prague
at the time of the announcenent of
the Muni ch Agreenent, for which
Czechosl ovaki a has no say. M father
says to the famly, "Go pack." M
not her says, "Were will we go? Qur
vi sas for Canada have not been
approved.” M father says, "To
Romania. My cousin there wll supply
a residency permt." | ask, "Wy do
we have to |leave? W don't live in
t he Sudetenl and of Czechosl ovakia."
My father replies: "The Nazis wll
not be happy with eating only a
little. Their appetite is ravenous.
Czechosl ovakia is no | onger safe for
Jews. "

Li ghts down on Sol
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
Only six nmonths later in March 1939,
t he prophecy by Sol's father about
t he ravenous Nazi appetite was proved
correct. Nazi CGermany swal |l owed up
the rest of Czechosl ovakia and there
was no mlitary response from ot her
countries for this newest Nazi |and
gr ab.

She pauses.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Al t hough Austria and Czechosl ovaki a
were now part of Germany, in the
summer of 1939 the Nazis had not yet
i nvaded Pol and and started WAN'I.
Most of Europe held its breath --
expecting war to soon break out --
while the top | eaders of the Jew sh
comunity in the land of |srael worked
to save European Jews.



11.
Li ghts down on Phyllis.

Li ghts up on RUTH KLUGER, wearing a stylish |ate 1930s fenal e
Eur opean hat and speaking wth a Romani an accent.

RUTH KLUGER
| am Ruth Kluger, and | spend ny
youth in the Kingdom of Romani a and
graduate fromthe University of Vienna
before immgrating to the | and of
Israel. In the sumrer of 1939, before
the start of WWI, the | eaders of
the Jewi sh community send ne back to
Europe on a mssion to Romania to
save as many Jews as possible before
t he gates of Europe close conpletely.
| becone the 10th nmenber and only
woman of Aliyah Bet, the underground
Zioni st immgration organization. |
am faced with agoni zing, horrible
decisions. Wth hordes of refugees
clanoring to get to the British-
controlled land of Israel, | have to
deci de who shoul d be saved with the
pitifully few boats avail able. |
solicit funds anmong weal t hy Romani an
Jews to help pay for the ships that
wi |l rescue other Romani an Jews. |
al ways beg the people from whom I
solicit funds to get out thenselves.
As far as | know | am never able to
convince a single one of these wealthy
i ndi vidual s to | eave Romani a.

Li ghts down on Ruth Kl uger.
Li ghts up on Radi o Announcer.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
Septenber 3, 1939: Triggered by Nazi
Cermany' s i nvasi on of Wstern Pol and
on Septenber 1, Britain and France
have decl ared war on Nazi Gernmany.
There are al so reports that the Sovi et
Union is now noving to occupy Eastern
Pol and.

Li ghts down on Radi o Announcer.
Li ghts up on Phyllis.
PHYLLI S
June 14, 1940: Cerman forces occupied

Pari s unopposed.
( MORE)



12.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
This followed the earlier evacuation
of retreating Allied forces to G eat
Britain and the June 10th entrance
of Italy into the war on the side of
t he Nazi s.

Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on Radi o Announcer.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
August 28, 1940: Japanese di pl omat
Chi une Sugi hara -- the Japanese consu
general in Lithuania -- is reported
in the past nonth to have saved
t housands of Jews fl eeing Gernmany-
occupi ed Western Pol and and Russi a-
occupi ed Eastern Pol and and Lithuani a.
He and his wife Yuki ko are reported
to have issued transit visas for
travel through Japanese territories
w thout first receiving authorization
from Japanese officials to do so.

Li ghts down on Radi o Announcer.
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
In the fall of 1940 the Nazis "re-
settled" 400,000 Polish Jews in the
War saw Ghetto, an area so snall that
there were 7.2 people to a single
room Hunger and di sease killed
t housands even before the deportations
to death canps.

Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on Elfriede Mrgenstern

ELFRI EDE MORGENSTERN
In April 1941 ny father, who has
gotten to safety in the U S. thanks
to sponsorship by a relative, nmanages
to get visas for ny nother, ny sister
and nyself to | eave Germany. By
then the Nazis have confiscated al
our assets and forced us into a snall
roomin another person's apartnment.
| wonder how ny nother manages to
every so often give ny sister and ne
a potato or sone vegetabl es.

( MORE)
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ELFRI EDE MORGENSTERN ( CONT' D)
It is only later that | |earn that
Frau Storch has continued to help
us. She has found out where we have
been noved, and secretly late at
ni ght once a week either she or her
teenage son, at the risk of their
own |ives, brings potatoes or
vegetables fromtheir small plot of
cultivated |land. This ongoing
courageous act enables ny famly to
survive while still in Germany.

Li ghts down on Elfri ede Morgenstern
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
On June 21-22, 1941 -- two nonths
after the visas for Elfriede, her
not her and sister cane through --
t he Nazi invasion eastward broke the
August 1939 non-aggression pact with
t he Russi ans.

Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on Sol

SOL
When the Nazis break the non-
aggression pact with Russia in June
of 1941 | amnow 16 and in Romani a.
| amplaying in the road with other
boys. Suddenly a truck with a
| oudspeaker drives down the street
blaring: "Flee! Flee! Go east,
farther into Russia.”

Sol leans down as if to grab a bundl e.

SCL (CONT' D)
The roads are clogged wth peopl e,
wagons and animals. M famly and
others stop to sleep in the forest.

As the sun rises, | leave to | ook
for food. Upon nmy return enpty-
handed, | discover no one is at the
canpsite. | have been abandoned! |
hurry to catch up with the refugees
nmovi ng east -- searching for ny
famly.

He | ooks up in the sky and ducks as if to avoid bei ng bonbed.



Sol

Sol

SOL (CONT' D)
As | run down the road, German stuka
pl anes appear in the sky over the
refugees. The pl anes nmachi ne gun
these civilians. Blood and body
parts are everywhere. | hide behind
a tree. Wien the stukas finally
take off, there is nothing noving on
the road. | race back into the forest
and then approach a farnhouse. |
ri sk knocki ng on the door, speaking
in Russian and asking for shelter.
The farnmer feeds ne and offers ne a
pl ace to sleep, warning ne not to
| eave -- the Germans are everywhere.
But | have to look for ny famly.

pauses.

| ooks

SOL ( CONT' D)
Two CGerman sol diers spot nme and drag
me off to the N kolav work canp. |
work on the railroad construction in
t he unbearably hot sumrer with no
wat er provided. M armis injured
and, in the conpany of another Jew sh
boy, | stop to rest. The soldiers
cone up and | believe that the other
boy and I will be shot as are the
ot her prisoners who cannot work.
| nstead the soldiers notion for us
boys to follow the soldiers. The
Cermans drink fromcl ean water
reserved only for them The ot her
Jewi sh boy and | are to |oad these
wat er bags onto the truck.

ar ound.

SOL (CONT' D)
Just then three Russian girls can be
seen. The Germans ask ne, "Do you
speak Russian?" \Wen | say yes,
t hey say, "Ask those girls to cone

over." | say to the girls, "You'd
better come over so you won't be
shot." They refuse. | tell the

CGermans, "They won't cone over." The
Germans get incensed and charge over

tothe girls. | tell the other Jew sh
boy, "This is our chance. Let's run
into the corn fields to hide!" The

ot her boy says, "W'Ill be shot." |
say, "W will be shot anyway."
( MORE)

14.



SOL ( CONT' D)
| run, dragging the other boy into
the fields where the corn stal ks
stand hi gher than our heads. When
the Germans finish raping the Russian
girls, the Germans unsuccessfully
search for us. The tall corn does
i ndeed save us.

Li ghts down on Sol
Li ghts up on Judith.
A | oud KNOCK sounds. Judith startles.

JUDI TH
A few weeks after | return fromthe
canp after the Nazis invaded
Lithuania, in the mddle of the night,
there is a knock at our door. Qur
w ndows are smashed. The Gestapo
drags us outside and throws us into
trucks. Qur Christian neighbors
cheer and throw rocks and stones at
us.

Judith trenbles as she wi pes at her eyes.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Hundreds of trucks carrying us Jews
cross the bridge to Shl abot ka.
W t ness the students of a yeshiva
carrying Sefer Torahs in their arns.
The students are thrown into a |arge
pit and shot. As long as | live, |
wi |l never forget the screans of
t hese boys, as well as the screans
of the men, wonen, and children who
are also throwmn in the pit and shot.

Judith noves as if clinbing off a truck.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
When the trucks cone to a stop at a
group of hones, we are taken off the
trucks and told to occupy the hones.
As we run towards the hones, the
Nazi s shoot at us -- several hundred
peopl e are nurder ed.

Judi t h pauses.



JUDI TH ( CONT' D)

My ol der sister Rachel, ny brother
Abe, nmy nother Mna and | are now

i nprisoned in a ghetto surrounded by
barbed wire and heavily guarded by
Nazi SS troops. Five or six famlies
l[ive in one room Hundreds die of
starvation in the ghetto.

Li ghts down on Judith.
Li ghts up on Radi o Announcer.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
Septenber 30, 1941: The Nazis continue
to advance into Russi an-occupi ed
territory. The Nazi SS Ei nsatzgruppen
deat h squads have shot thousands of
Jews in Babi Yar, a ravine outside
Kiev in the Ukraine where thousands
of dead and wounded Jews are reported
to have been buri ed.

Li ghts down on Radi o Announcer.
Li ghts up on Judith.

JUDI TH
In the ghetto of Shl abotka, the Nazis
dig trenches and slide the bodies
down a shaft into the trenches, where
the bodies pile up. Once a week the

Nazis fill the trenches with dirt.
We children stand and watch the bodies
slide down. It becones our gruesone

ganme of counting the bodies and
running to tell our famlies who we
recogni zed as dead. Cccasionally
the Nazis add to their fun by
including a few |live people.

Judith | ooks away for a nonent before conti nuing.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
| becone quite good at cutting the
barbed wire of the ghetto, running
into the city, and standing in |ong
l[ines to buy bread wth the val uabl es
we managed to hide fromthe Nazis.
| am always afraid that sone of the
nei ghbors m ght recognize nme. One
day soneone does.



JUDI TH AS NEI GHBOR
Aren't you the Jewish girl who |lived
on our street? Wat are you doing
her e?

JUDI TH
As | stand terrified of being found
out, another person speaks.

JUDI TH AS SECOND NEI GHBOR
She doesn't | ook Jewi sh. What church
do you belong to, little girl?

JUDI TH
| mention the nane of the Catholic
church near ny hone.

JUDI TH AS SECOND NEI GHBOR
You see, why frighten the little
girl?
Li ghts down on Judith.

Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
There is a Jewi sh teaching that
states: "Wioever destroys a soul, it

is considered as if he destroyed an
entire world. And whoever saves a
life, it is considered as if he saved
the entire world."

She pauses.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
What does it nmean to save a life?
It appears that this second nei ghbor
did not know Judith and therefore
did not realize she was Jewi sh. Yet
what if the second nei ghbor did know
Judith was Jew sh, and purposely
threw the first nei ghbor off the
track in order to save Judith?

Phyl | i s pauses agai n.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
How many tiny acts of kindness saved

Jews and others -- tiny acts done by
ri ght eous individual s whose nanes we
w Il never know?

Phyl lis nods.



PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
| |earned of a young Greek Jew sh
man saved by just such a small act
of kindness. He was in a Nazi
detention canp in Greece where the
Jews awaited the cattle car
transportation to their deaths in
Auschwitz. He was taken outside the
canp by a German guard to work, and
a young non-Jewi sh Greek woman
purposely distracted the Gernman guard
with flirting. The young Jew sh nman
sei zed the nonent to escape. The
name of his savior will never be
known.

Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on Judith.

JUDI TH

When | get back to the ghetto from
my close call at the bakery with ny
former neighbors, | see that the
area i s heavily guarded and huge
Cerman shepherd dogs are roam ng
about. The Germans have di scovered
the barbed wire that | cut.

Judith drops to the stage fl oor.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
| lie in the nearby woods all night.
The next night | craw back through
the barbed wire, using ny pliers to
once again cut the wre.

She st ands.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)

Upon ny return, ny nother forbids ne
to ever go on such a m ssion again.
But she is overruled by the others,
who all feel that, because | am so
small, | can get around easily and
unnoticed. | continue bringing food
back to the ghetto.

Li ghts down on Judith.
Li ghts up on Radi o Announcer.
RADI O ANNOUNCER

Decenmber 1941.
( MORE)



RADI O ANNOUNCER ( CONT' D)
After the U S. declaration of war
agai nst Japan follow ng Japan's
bonmbi ng attack on Pearl Harbor on
Decenber 7, Nazi Germany decl ared
war on the U S. Now in response to
the Nazi declaration of war on the
US., the US. has declared war on
Nazi Cermany.

Li ghts down on Radi o Announcer.
Li ghts up on | RENA SENDLER, Polish accent.

| RENA SENDLER
l'mlrena Sendler and | am a Polish
soci al worker in the Polish
under ground and head of the children's
section of Zegota, the Polish Counci
to Ald Jews.

She hesitates as if the nenories are too strong.

| RENA SENDLER ( CONT' D)
| smuggle children out of the Warsaw
Chetto and provide themw th fal se
docunents and shelter wth Polish
famlies or in orphanages. The Nazis
suspect ne of involvenent in the
Pol i sh underground and I am arrested
by the Gestapo. Before that | nanage
to hide the Iist of nanes and
| ocations of the rescued Jew sh
children, preventing this information
fromfalling into the hands of the
Gestapo. Although | amtortured and
i nprisoned, | never reveal anything
about ny work or the location of the
saved children. | am sentenced to
deat h, and then on the day of ny
schedul ed execution, the Zegota bribe
an SS officer to obtain ny rel ease.

Li ghts down on Irena Sendl er.
Li ghts up on Polish Jew JACK PRICE, wearing a cloth cap

JACK PRI CE
|'"'mJack Price -- born lzak Prjas ---
and in July 1942 | am outside the
Warsaw Ghetto on the Aryan side when
the ghetto is surrounded and the
final "settlenment” -- liquidation --
to the death canp of Treblinka begins.
( MORE)



He pauses.

JACK PRI CE ( CONT' D)
| try to get back to ny famly but
cannot because police surround the
ghet t o.

JACK PRI CE ( CONT' D)
| have been inprisoned in the Warsaw
Ghetto with ny famly since it was
established in Cctober 1940. Although
only 11 years old at the tine, |
supported ny famly by snuggling
food fromthe Aryan side. Now
realize | mght never see ny famly
again. | amon ny omm. | join the
Pol i sh under ground, where sonme nenbers
of the underground know | am Jew sh.
The majority of menbers do not know
this -- especially as I am bl ond and
do not ook Jewish. M job is to
purchase guns fromthe German sol diers
for the Polish underground. This is
possi bl e because sone of the German
sol di ers who have been drafted do
not agree with the war. W nake
contact with German soldiers, fee
out the situation. Nunmerous tines
m st akes are made.

He | ooks around at the audi ence.

JACK PRI CE ( CONT' D)
You only nmake a m stake once. You
don't live to nmake a m st ake agai n.

Li ghts down on Jack Price.

Li ghts up

on Radi o Announcer

RADI O ANNOUNCER
July 1942, Paris. French policenen
are reported to have rounded up Jew sh
men, wonen and children. These Jews
have been tenporarily interned for
several days in a cycling stadi um
wi t hout food or water before
deportation to their deaths in
Auschwi t z.

Li ghts down on Radi o Announcer.

Li ghts up

on Polish Countess.
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POLI SH COUNTESS
During Wrld War Il ny husband, Count
Stefan Humicki, and |, Countess
Sophi e Lubom r ska- Humi cka, are
allowed to remain on our estate in
Pol and. The Nazis have taken over
much of the private property in
Pol and, yet they allow ny husband to
keep his land to provide food for
the Germans. Wen a request is nade
to grow vegetabl es and we do not
have enough workers, a German offi cer
agrees to assign Jews to do the work.

She pauses to get the courage to go on.

She trenbl

PCLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
One day in August 1942 ny husband is
away when | am awakened by a phone
call froman informant in the district

capital -- "They're slaughtering the
Jews here and recalling all those
wor king on private farns.”" M/ nephew

and | drive there to find the Nazis
carrying out an "action" of the "final
solution.” Hundreds of the dead and
dying Jews litter the streets.
Thousands of other hel pless Jews --
men, wonen and children -- are forced
to lie on the cobblestones in the
squal or of the heat and dirt,
terrorized by constant shooting at

t hem and mass killings.

es, then goes on.

POLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
| manage to convince a German officer
not to take ny Jews or | will be
unabl e to harvest the produce | have
been ordered to deliver to the
Cermans. He agrees to allow ne to
keep ny Jews for now and | ask for
his perm ssion in witing.

She pauses.

She | ooks
menbers.

POLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
He scri bbl es, signs, hands ne the
paper. | clutch it as if it is a
life line. It is ... at least a
| ease on |ife for 50 human bei ngs.

around, establishing eye contact wth audi ence

21.



POLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
My husband and | feed Jews who cone

to our door as the roundups conti nue.

We give them noney and advi ce on how
to get into the nearby forest. W

husband is able to obtain "Christian"

identification papers for sone of
our farm workers, who then slip away
fromthe estate. | live in constant
fear for ny husband's life. But I
sinply cannot |et people be killed
for the one reason -- which is no
reason -- that they are Jews. | am
conpelled to do whatever | can to
save them

Li ghts down on Polish Countess.

Li ghts up

He pauses.

Sol

on Sol .

SOL
Since escaping fromthe German work
canp, the other Jew sh boy and
continue to nove al ways eastwar d.
In the forest one day we hear the

sound of heavy artillery. In August
1942 the German arny has started the
attack on Stalingrad. 1In the

confusion of battle we two boys slip
through the German |ines and get to
t he Russi ans.

SOL (CONT' D)
| speak in Russian to the officer.
The officer replies in Yiddish, "Are
you a Jew?" The officer is also
Jewi sh and offers us boys transport
to Moscow. The other boy accepts in
order to join his cousin. But |
want to fight. The Russian officer
sends nme to a Russian arny training
school for the Czech Bri gade.

straps on an i magi nary parachute.

SCL (CONT' D)
| volunteer for parachute training
school. On graduation day the Czech
arny-in-exile officer announces:
"You wi Il be parachuted behind eneny
lines into Slovakia and you w ||
engage the eneny troops wherever you
find them"

22.



Sol gets in line to board the plane.

SOL (CONT' D)
| try to board the sane plane as a
buddy. The flight coordinator refuses --
there is no room | have to take
the second plane. German antiaircraft
guns fire away at the two Russi an
pl anes as we cross into Slovaki a.
Suddenly the plane with ny buddy on
it explodes into a fiery ball. Once
again | have evaded death

Li ghts down on Sol
Li ghts up on Judith.

JUDI TH
Then cones the day near the end of
1942 when ny sister, ny nother and |
are sent to Auschwitz. My brother
has al ready been sent to Dachau. W
are packed into trucks and taken to
a train station. Men and wonen are
separ ated and packed into coal cars.
We can hardly nove our hands and
feet. Those who try to escape are
shot. We ride all night until the
cars cone to a standstill. After
bei ng pushed out of the cars, we
enter through the gates of Auschwtz.
A worman appears; her nane is Irma
She is in charge of our section.
Her first order is to have al
children shot. Then she changes her
mnd. "Bullets are too expensive,"
she says.

Judith stands as if in line, shivering.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
We are ordered to renove all our
cl othes and shoes. Gold teeth are
yanked out. A striped cotton garnent
beconmes our only clothing. It is
winter, and | stand in the snow
W t hout shoes. W are then assigned
barracks -- five people to one bunk
bed -- 500 to one snall barrack.
Every norning we are lined up in the
barracks for the selection of who
wll be sent to the gas chanbers.

Judith draws from her pocket an imaginary crunb of bread.



JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
One | oaf of bread nade nostly out of
sawdust is to be shared by 10 people.
Each crunmb is precious as our |ives
depend on it. Sonetines those given
the bread run off, |eaving the others
wi t hout any.

She pauses, overcone by this nmenory. Then she goes on.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
A soup made from potato peelings is
served in a rusty dish. Once in a
while, a piece of neat m ght be found
floating in it.

Judith stands up taller, facing the audi ence.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)

My nmother wll not touch the nonkosher
meat, but allows us children to eat

it for the sake of survival. 1In no
way does she want to give Hitler
satisfaction by eating nonkosher

food. Htler used to say in his
rallies that, even if he does not
succeed in killing all the Jews, he

wi |l succeed in destroying Judai sm

Judith | ooks around hersel f.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
In Auschwitz many of those not sent
to the gas chanbers die from sickness
and starvation, and bodies pile up
outside the barracks. Not unti
t housands of bodi es accunul ate are
t hese renoved. We keep asking

oursel ves how long will this suffering
pontlnue? VWhere is the worl d? Vhere
is Arerica?

Judith pauses, as if expecting the audience to answer.
Li ghts down on Judith.
Li ghts up on the Polish Countess.
POLI SH COUNTESS
In | ate Novenber of 1942 the Nazis
cone for the Jews working on our

est at e.
( MORE)
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POLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
In the early hours of a cold and
frosty norning, sonme Nazis, aided by
the Polish police froma nearby
vill age, unexpectedly cone with a
nunber of farmcarts. Shouting and
cursing, the arnmed nen break down
t he door and drag, push and herd the
men, wonen and children onto the
wai ting carts.

She pauses to catch her breath.

PCLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
They are taken away to where the
Germans bring all the Jews in that
regi on who have been rounded up.
Fromthe nearby railway station they
are then sent in freight cars to the
district capital, and fromthere
they go on their last journey to the
gas chanbers of the nearby
exterm nation canp of Treblinka.
learn that two of the estate's teenage
girls have gotten away. But a few
days |l ater they are caught by the
Nazis and shot. One of ny relatives
finds the foreman of the estate's
Jewi sh workers hiding on the estate
after he junped off the speeding
train just before it reached
Treblinka. W arrange "Aryan papers"”
for himand he | eaves for Warsaw.

Now her expression softens.

She trenbl

POLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
One of ny trusted enpl oyees inspects
the former quarters of the Jew sh
wor kers and finds a young Jew sh boy
hiding in the bread oven. W persuade
the child of 10 or 12 years to cone
out fromhis hiding place. Wen he
sees ne with tears in nmy eyes, he
says quite calmy, "Please don't
cry. | know !l nust die."

es.
PCLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)

| take the boy into ny arnms and

determ ne that Aron Perelmn wl |

not di e.
( MORE)
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POLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
At tremendous risk I hide himin a
room shut off during renodeling.
Only | and one trusted manservant
see to the boy. W get the boy in
good shape physically, but he cannot
get over the shock of having watched
hi s parents being nurdered. During
the follow ng nonths we are severa
ti mes warned through the I ocal
grapevi ne that our house is to be
searched by the Germans. Each tine
Aron is taken to the forest until
the search is over and then brought
back.

Li ghts down on Polish Countess.
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
On the eve of Passover, April 19,
1943, the remaining Jews of the Warsaw
Ghetto fought back, holding off the
Nazi mlitary forces until My 16
Ghetto occupant Chai m Kapl an did not
live to see this uprising. He and
his wife are believed to have been
nmurdered in Treblinka in Decenber
1942 or January 1943. But his
diaries, witten during his tine in
the Warsaw CGhetto and buried for
saf ekeeping, did survive. These
were translated into English and
publ i shed by Jew sh schol ar Dr.
Abraham K. Kat sch

Phyllis "reads" from a book

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
"Sonme of ny friends and acquai nt ances
who know the secret of ny diary urge
me, in their despair, to stop witing.
"Way? For what purpose? WIIl you
live to see it published? WII these
wor ds of yours reach the ears of

future generations? How?' ... and
yet in spite of it all | refuse to
listen to them | feel that

continuing the diary to the very end
of ny physical and spiritual strength
is a historical m ssion which nust
not be abandoned.

( MORE)
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PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
My mind is still clear, ny need to
record unstilled, though it is now
five days since any real food has
passed ny lips. Therefore I wll
not silence ny diary!"

Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on Radi o Announcer.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
Fall 1943, Denmark: Nazi plans to
deport all Danish Jews to Germany
have been prevented. In a nassive
act of defiance against the Nazis by
ordinary Danish citizens, nore than
7,200 of Denmark's 8,000 Jews are
first hidden fromthe Nazis and then
ferried in Danish fishing boats to
neutral Sweden.

Li ghts down on Radi o Announcer.
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
I n anot her act of humanity -- although
Italy's Fascist |eader Miussolini had
allied Italy wwth Nazi Germany and,
starting in Septenber 1938,
i npl enented anti-Jew sh racial |aws --
Italian mlitary authorities generally
refused to participate in the nmass
mur der of Jews or to permt
deportations fromltaly or Italian-
occupied territory. But things
changed in early Septenber of 1943
after the Italian mlitary surrendered
to the Allies. The Germans took
over control of Italian territories,
and in m d-Cctober 1943 the SS began
roundups of the Jews in Ronme with
deportation to Auschwitz. Because
Italian police did not participate
in these roundups and nost Italians
objected to the deportations, many
Italian Jews were able to go into
hi ding. Some even hid in the Vatican,
al t hough Pope Pious XIl never publicly
condemmed Nazi policies and actions
toward the Jews. O the 2,091 Rone
Jews deported to Auschwitz by the
Nazis, only 102 survived.
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Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on JEW SH CHI LD I N ROVE.

JEW SH CHI LD I N ROVE
We Jews of Rone have no warni ng of
the Nazi roundup. Wth mnutes to
act, ny father sends each of the
menbers of nmy famly separately
outside the apartnent in the hope
t hat each person will find sanctuary
sonmewher e

She stoops to pick up an imaginary mlk bottle.

JEW SH CHI LD I N ROVE ( CONT' D)
We each carry an enpty mlk bottle
as if going to get nore mlk. Only
after Rone is liberated -- on June
4, 1944 -- do we learn that we have
all survived by finding sanctuary
wth different non-Jewi sh Italians.

Li ghts down on Jewi sh child in Rone.
Li ghts up on Sol

SOL
I n Nazi - occupi ed Czechosl ovaki a |
take part in fierce fire fights with
the Germans. As | lead a group of
12 men on skis, | take a wong turn
and conme face to face with two Gernman
soldiers pointing guns at ne. |
speak to themin German and convi nce
them | can be useful

Sol starts to walk as if he has a gun with a bayonet pointed
at him

SOL (CONT' D)
As | am being escorted to their
headquarters at gunpoint, | purposely
junp over a cliff. 1 roll down a

mountain as the Germans fire after
me, the snow cushi oning ny body from
maj or harm

He straightens as if checking hinself for breaks.

SOL (CONT' D)
| am hidden by a farnmer in a hayl oft
as the Germans approach the farm

( MORE)
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SOL ( CONT' D)
A German tries to bribe the farner's
ei ght-year-ol d daughter with a piece
of chocolate to tell hi mwhether
there are any partisans hiding on
the farm Al though very hungry, the
little girl refuses the chocol ate
bribe. At the nmonment the Gernman
soldiers raise their rifles to poke
into the hay where |I hide, a group
of partisans outside the farmouse
attack the Germans. | am destined
to live yet another day, and | join
t hese parti sans.

Sol hesitates to get control of his enptions.

SCL
As dawn breaks we watch the Germans
surround the nearby village and nurder
every man, wonman and child. W
partisans are too fewto stop this
massacr e.

Li ghts down on Sol
Li ghts up on Radi o Announcer.

RADI O ANNOUNCER
August 25, 1944: Paris has been
i berated -- two-and-half nonths
after Allied troops | anded on June
6th on the beaches of Normandy.

Li ghts down on Radi o Announcer.
Li ghts up on Ruth Kl uger.

RUTH KLUGER
| amable to go to |iberated France
before others can. W start to steal
Jewi sh children back from convents --
to see what happened to Jews in
France. While Paris is now |iberated,

those Jews still alive in other Nazi-
occupi ed countries are struggling to
survive.

Li ghts down on Ruth Kl uger.

Li ghts up on Judith.
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JUDI TH
In the sumrer or early fall of 1944
we are once again hauled into trucks
and transported from Auschwitz to
anot her concentration canp --Stutthof.
There, whatever hair remai ns on our
heads after being shaved at Auschw tz
is torn out by hand. A nunber is
tattooed on ny armw th a needle.
El ectrical barbed wire surrounds the
canp. Every norning, as in Auschwtz,
we stand in line for roll call anongst
t he dead bodi es.

Judith | ooks over to the side of the stage.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
One day as | stand in line | see
sonet hing thrown over fromthe nen's
section. | run over and pick it up.
It is a note telling us that the
Allies are winning. | quickly swallow
t he note.

She | ooks up as if at a guard.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
The guard sees ne, and because |
w Il not reveal what the note says,
t he canp commandant forces nme to
remain in the yard all night w thout
cl othes on. He anuses hinself by
burning ny legs with his cigar.

She yel ps as in sudden pain, then forces herself to go on
t al ki ng.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Then conmes the day ny nother is taken
to the gas chanbers. | cling to her
as she is herded along with the
others. A guard approaches ne.

JUDI TH AS GUARD
You are too young to die.

JUDI TH
He raises his gun.

JUDI TH AS GUARD
| f you can get out of ny range before
| count to 10, you can live.

Judith pauses, this is so hard.
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JUDI TH
It is terrible |eaving nmy nother
like that. | run so very fast,

hearing ny nother's last cry to ne:
"Run faster, neine Tochter!"

Agai n Judith pauses to get control of herself.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Wth total defeat on the horizon
the Nazis decide to |iquidate the
concentration canp where | am
inprisoned. It is hard to believe
that the canps stand untouched for
so long. The Allies know exactly
where these are, but the Allied pl anes
just fly over the canp. W keep
hoping that the Allies will drop
bonbs on the canp so that we m ght
all die quickly and end our suffering.

Judith | ooks towards the stage ceiling as if waiting for a
bonmb to drop.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
In the winter of 1944-45 the death
mar ches begin. The Nazis determ ne
to get rid of the evidence of their
mass nurder in the death canps.
Sick, frail, and starving prisoners
are evacuated fromthe canps on foot
with no food or water given to us.
Anyone who cannot wal k is shot. By
now nmy sister Rachel has contracted
typhus. Next to the gas chanbers,
typhus is the worst killer in the
canp. | practically carry ny sister
t he whol e way on the death march
All of a sudden the sky |lights up
wth the Allies bonbing as they fly
over us. Able to walk no Ionger, |
fall into a ditch with ny sister
still clinging to ne.

Judith col | apses on the ground.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Everyone marches on as the Nazis

wal k right by our ditch. | wait for
t he expected shots that will end it
all, but they don't cone. | drag ny

sister through the deep snowto a
coal bin of a nearby house.
( MORE)



JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
We wake in the norning to find three
men staring at us, an Englishman, a
Frenchnman and a Russian. They take
us into the house and fed us sone
real food. For the first tine in
four years | have a bath. The three
men have been captured by the Gernmans
and are now prisoners of war working
on a farmowned by a top Nazi SS
of ficial.

Judith | ooks around hersel f.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
W find out that a price has been
put on our heads and a description
of the two of us has been circul at ed.
The Russi an prisoner of war cuts off
the yell ow stars which have branded
us as Jews. He then tells us to
pretend that we are Lithuani ans who
have escaped fromthe El be R ver
He tells us to change our nanes. |
becone Uta and ny sister becones
Anna. He directs us to a nunnery
near by know ng that, when the SS
official returns to the farm the SS
official will imediately take us to
t he Urschl agpl atz, where everyone on
the death march is taken to be
massacr ed.

Here Judith's face changes to an expression of al nost
happi ness.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
The nuns wel cone us and give us
shelter. M sister is extrenely
sick with typhus. [In her delirium
she speaks to ne in Yiddish, and we
are recogni zed as Jews. The nuns
keep our secret and are wonderful to
us. They take great care of Rachel,
nursing her back to health. Al the
whil e we are | earning about
Cat holicism and how we nust accept
Jesus as our nessiah. W have to
kneel and pray every day in the
chapel. How nuch | onger can we
survive as Jews? W plan an escape.

32.

Now Judith rattles an imagi nary door knob, then clinbs out
an i magi nary w ndow.
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JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
The nuns, sensing our plan to | eave,
| ock our door at night, telling us
that they are only protecting us.
W manage to escape through our
wi ndow. By then, | have al so cone
dowmn with typhus, and ny sister is
now draggi ng nme along. She takes ne
to the hospital in Danzig and | eaves
me in the hall, hoping that soneone
will take pity on nme and give ne
medi cal treatment. By then | know
my catechismso well that the hospita
thinks I am a wonderful Lithuanian
Catholic. M sister Rachel finds
work in a nearby town and once a
week visits ne in the hospital.

Judith again | ooks to the ceiling for bonbs, and then drops
to the floor as if craw ing under a bed.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Danzig is then very heavily bonbed.
Only the section of the hospital
where | amremi ns undamaged from
t he bonbing. After | recover from
typhus, with nowhere else to go,
Rachel brings nme to the farm where
she works. The woman who owns the
farm Anna Arstrom has 10 chil dren.
At night she locks us up in the attic.
At nealtine once a day, a large round
bow is placed in front of us and
our hands tied behind our backs.
This is the way she feeds us and
anuses her children. If this woman
is not pleased by our work on the
farm she beats us.

Judith | ooks off to one side.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
| hear nmpans in the woods and find a
wounded German soldier lying on the
ground. W thout stopping to think
about it, | tear off part of his
shirt, tie it around his wound and
drag himtowards the farm

She acts out dragging a heavy | oad behind her.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Running to get help, | keep thinking,
"Thank God that I'mstill human.

( MORE)



JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
|"'mnot an animal." Al during ny
i nprisonment | had kept pleading to
God, "Help nme to stay a human bei ng.
Hel p me retain ny conpassion for
humanity."

Judi th hangs her head as if being yelled at.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Wen | tell ny sister what | have
done, she becones furious. He, no
doubt, has killed many Jews hinself,
and here | have saved his life. She
thinks I amso stupid. She says
that she hopes | told himthat a Jew
saved his life.

Li ghts down on Judith.
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
Wil e Judith and her sister Rachel
struggled to survive in Pol and,
Hungari an- born Hannah Senesh was
executed on Novenber 7, 1944, for
her efforts to save Hungari an Jews.
In 1939 at the age of 18 she
immgrated fromHungary to the | and
of Israel. In 1943 she enlisted in
the British Arnmy and trained as a
par atrooper. Parachuted into
Yugosl avi a, she was caught and brought
to Budapest for interrogation, torture
and incarceration. She was executed
by a German firing squad. Afterwards
these lines of her poetry were found

in her cell: "I could have been 23
next July/l ganbled on what nmattered
nmost/ The di ce were cast. | lost."

Phyl | i s pauses agai n.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
As the Russian arnmy closed in on
Auschwitz in January 1945, a young
Dut ch Jewi sh wonman who had been used
by the Nazis for "confort" was sent
w th Romani prisoners to the gas
chanbers. The original gas
di stributi on nmechani sm had been turned

of f.
( MORE)



PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
| nstead the Nazis dropped gas pellets
fromthe ceiling into the chanber.
The Romani col |l apsed in death on top
of the young Dutch Jewi sh woman,
formng an air pocket that saved her
life.

Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on Judith.
Judith stands as if at the rail of a |large boat.

JUDI TH
Due to the advancing Allied forces,
CGerman nationals in Poland are
evacuated to Nazi-occupi ed Denmar k.
Anmong t hose evacuated in March of
1945 is Anna Arstrom who forced ny
sister and ne along as servants for
Anna's 10 children. The boat used
for the evacuation is a huge
battl eship. The passengers are Cernman
soldiers and citizens. Rachel and I
are amazed to see on the boat three
ot her Jews who have survived the
sane death march as we have. Al
five of us are frightened to let on
t hat we know each other for fear of
our identities as Jews being reveal ed.

Judith clutches an imaginary plank in her arns.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
As we sail, Allied torpedoes hit the
boat and it sinks. Rachel and I
cling to a wooden plank in the water
for several hours. Wile we are
struggling to stay afloat in the
choppy waters, torpedo boats conti nue
shooting. Finally another German
boat collects survivors. W then
sail to Copenhagen.

Judith's expression shows relief at being saved.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Upon arriving in the harbor of
Copenhagen, we are taken to tenporary
canps for German citizens until the
Germans can be resettled in DenmarKk.

( MORE)
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JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
My sister and | are assigned to a
roomw th 20 Lithuani an nen, who
really frighten us. But for the
first tinme we are free to walk the
streets of Denmark. W are now
consi dered German citizens.

ks a few steps and stops, |ooking at something.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
| see a Dani sh woman working in a
flower garden. | stop to watch her.
| am suddenly conpelled to ask her,
"Are there any Jews in Denmark?"
Assum ng that I ama Gernan, she
becones very angry at ny question.

JUDI TH AS DANI SH WOVAN
"You Germans tried to kill them but
we saved many of their lives. Soon
the war will be over and the Jews
will be free and you Germans will be
in concentration canps!”

JUDI TH
Her husband cones out of the house
yelling at her and pulls her back
inside. | amnmuch too frightened to
tell her that | am Jew sh.

Judi th pauses, the nenory overpoweri ng.

Li ghts down on Judith.

Li ghts up

on Ruth Kl uger.

RUTH KLUGER
In 1945 | amthe first Jew fromthe
land of Israel to enter the
concentration canps a day or two
after they are liberated by the
Allies. In the concentration canps
we try to give the victins back their
human dignity -- the hardest thing
to do -- and help themto organize
t hensel ves. We know that the Russians
are noving on, we feel that the Jews
will be trapped, so we create an
organi zation called Bricha. W
smuggl e Jews over borders into the
Aneri can Zone.

( MORE)



RUTH KLUGER ( CONT' D)
| find 47 Jewish children in a Russian
bunker in East Berlin -- the youngest
ei ght nmonths old. The Russians woul d
not have allowed nme to go there, but
| do not ask. | put the children in
a truck, cover themw th bl ankets
and fling gifts to the Russians,
al t hough these gifts do not stop
themfromfiring at the truck as |
speed away.

Li ghts down on Ruth Kl uger.
Li ghts up on Judith.

JUDI TH
The day of ny |iberation, My 5,
1945 -- three days before Victory in
Europe Day -- is the nost wonderful
day of my life. The Red Cross asks
if any of us are not German citizens,
and, if so, to cone forward. Rachel
and | are still hesitant, and when
we tell the Red Cross officials that
we are Jews, the Germans with whom
we have been living said that we are
lying. The Red Cross officials also
| ook at us quizzically. W sign our
names in Hebrew. Qur troubles are
over.

Now Judith wal ks a few steps rapidly.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
| return to the Dani sh woman who has
reprimanded nme to tell her | am
Jewi sh. She breaks down crying.
Her son had been hanged i n Copenhagen
for saving two Jewish famlies

Judith pauses as if renmenbering herself at that nonent.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
At the end of the war | am 15 years
old and wei gh 47 pounds. | spend a
year and a half in a Danish hospital
| cannot say enough about the Dani sh
peopl e. They saved countl ess |ives
during the war while constantly
risking their own |ives.

Judith | ooks at the audience.



JUDI TH ( CONT' D)
Anna Arstromis tried by a Danish
court for her treatnent of ny sister
and ne. At the trial she says that
she did not know that we are Jews.
The judge says, "If she did this to
two Catholic girls, can you inagine
what she woul d have done to two Jew sh
girls?" After conpleting a jail
sentence, she is deported to Gernmany.

Now Judith pauses as if lost in thought.

JUDI TH ( CONT' D)

My not her went to the gas chanbers
believing that nmy brother died in
Dachau and that her two daughters
were unlikely to survive. Yet the
report we received of ny brother's
death in Dachau was incorrect. He is
| i berated from Dachau by the Allies.

Li ghts down on Judith.
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
Six mllion Jews were nmurdered by
the Nazis. Yet this was only
approximately half the planned death
count. In January 1942, m d-way
through VW1, fifteen high-ranking
Nazi party and Gernan gover nment
| eaders net in a villa in the Wannsee
area of Berlin to discuss the ongoing
progress of the "final solution" of
the Jews. The Nazi party | eaders
now requested the German gover nnent
| eaders to help arrange for Jews to
be transported fromall over Nazi-
occupi ed Europe to the "exterm nation"
canps in Poland operated by the SS.
Foll owi ng this neeting, Adol ph
Ei chmann circul ated the Wannsee
Protocol to the participants.

She pauses in reflection.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Two years after the end of the war a
single copy of the protocol was found
by Robert Kenpner, the assistant
chief U S. counsel at the Nurenburg
war crinme trials.

( MORE)
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PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
My husband worked for Herr Kenpner's
son Luci an when we were stationed
with the US. Arny in Minich. MW
husband al so worked wi th anot her
Departnment of the Arny civilian,
Henry Einstein, who got out of Germany
intine as a teen and returned with
the US. Arny. He was a clerk for
Herr Kenpner at the Nurenburg trials.

Phyl | i s pauses.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
According to the Wannsee protocol,
the Nazis intended to nurder a total
of 11 mllion Jews. This nunber of
11 mllion included Jews in European
countries such as England and Irel and
that were not yet under Nazi control

Phyllis pauses, trying to wap her head around the enormty
of 11 mllion nurdered Jews.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
As a journalist for a Jew sh
newspaper, | had the opportunity in
Cctober 1975 to interview Nazi hunter
Beate Kl arsfeld. She corrected ne
that she was not a Nazi hunter but a
Nazi exposer. She did not physically
attenpt to catch Nazis. Rather she
"identified" Nazi war crimnals,
exposing themas alive and living
openly in society, frequently in top
positions in Wst German society.
"It is afiction that all Nazis live
in South America," she said. "W
try to explain that this is not true.
They are living in Germany." A non-
Jew born in Berlin three weeks before
Hitler entered Prague in March 1939,
as a adult in Paris Beate net and
marri ed French Jew Serge Kl arsfeld,
whose father died in Auschwitz. Her
decision to fight for justice to be
meted out to Nazi crimnals was nmade
when she was fired fromher job with
the France-German Alliance for Youth
for witing the truth about the Nazi
past of then West Gernman Chancel | or
Kurt - Geor ge Kiesinger.

( MORE)



PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Beate Klarsfeld relentlessly pursued
justice against notorious Nazi war
crimnals, including Klaus Barbie,
the "Butcher of Lyons" in France.

She pauses.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
My husband and | were forever changed
by our experiences of living in
Germany anong the remmants of Jew sh
communities. W decided to start
keepi ng kosher when we returned to
the United States and to becone nore
observant Jews. For us it was one
thing we could personally do to
denonstrate that Hitler had not
destroyed Judai sm even t hough he had
murdered 6 mllion Jews.

Phyl | i s pauses.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
When our two children were born we
got each her own passport. W wanted
themto be able to | eave the U. S.
wi th anyone who could save themif
the U S. suddenly took a turn to the
far right. And we taught our children
to al ways keep a current passport as
adul t s.

Li ghts down on Phyllis

Li ghts up on Polish Countess.

She t akes

POLI SH COUNTESS
At the end of the war ny husband and
| flee fromthe advanci ng Russi an
troops, |leaving Aron, the little boy
we have so desperately hidden from
the Nazis. Then 30 years later | in
Brazil and Aron in Israel are
unexpectedl y reconnect ed through
anot her of ny Jew sh workers who
m racul ously survived.

a letter froma pocket of her dress.

POLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
The letter Aron wites ne from| srael
says in part: "I have found the person
dearest to ne, the one who was |i ke

( MORE)
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POLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
a nother, the one for whom| had
searched in vain for nearly 30 years.
The news of your husband's death
hits nme hard, may he rest in peace.
| want so nmuch to do sonmething to
keep the nenory of this brave, fine
man alive. Dearest Countess, if
only I could see you and really
express ny feelings, ny gratitude."

Now she sm | es.

POLI SH COUNTESS ( CONT' D)
| think of the avenue in Israel |ined
wth trees, one for every person who
hel ped save a Jewish life during the
Hol ocaust. There nust be a great
many wi th Polish names, names of
many | ess fortunate than ny husband
and |, those who paid with their own
lives for trying to save the |ives
of their neighbors, believing that
we are all each other's keepers.

Li ghts down on Polish Countess.
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
The enotional toll on the survivors
and their descendants may be forever
beyond our under st andi ng.

Li ghts down on Phyllis.
Li ghts up on FELICE, an Anmerican Jew.

FELI CE
|'"'mFelice, borninthe US. after
WANI to a Hol ocaust survivor. Between
my nother's past and her present
there is awall. It is of barbed
wre, of course, but tone it is
heavi er than any wire and thicker,
too, for I amnot allowed to see
through it. Then on a business trip
to Europe when | am an adult, ny
not her and | have to spend a day in
Germany. On the way back to the
airport ny nother has the driver
turn down a street. And then ny
nmot her screans, "Do you see it?" |
ask, "See what?"

( MORE)
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FELI CE ( CONT' D)
"The trees covered with blood!'" M
nmot her continues: "In the |ast days
of the war we had to evacuate the
canp we were in. W were all
starving. | was a girl of 15, and |
found an enpty can on the street we
were being |led through. The can
once had vegetables in it. Nothing
was left, but there was still the
scent of the food that had been there.
The old woman in front of ne saw ne
with the can and begged ne for it.
| told her no. She tried to pull it
out of ny hands, begging, 'Gve it.

Gve it. I'mdying." The guards saw
her. They shouted 'Get the ol d one.
Shoot the old one!" In that second

one of them shot her. She fel
against a tree, the blood spurting
from her head, soaking the trunk
the ground. It was there, there in
that street we drove through! And
the trees are covered with bl ood.
Still.”

Fel i ce pauses.

FELI CE ( CONT' D)
"But, Mama," | say, "that is paint.
Red paint. You' ve seen trees cut
down before.”™ M nother | ooks at ne
for a long nonent. "Do you understand
now," she says. "For ne, it wll
al ways be bl ood. ™

Li ghts down on Felice.
Li ghts up on Phyllis.

PHYLLI S
How do you ever recover from
survivor's guilt or the guilt of
t hi ngs you nay have done -- or not
done -- to stay alive or save others
during the Hol ocaust? How does this
af fect you and your descendants?
The guilt can be sonething as
seem ngly "sinple" as a brother still
bei ng accused today by his sisters
that he was not willing to sell his
silver candlesticks to try to buy
their nother a way out of GCermany.
O it can be guilt over sonething
much less "sinple.™



She | ooks at the audi ence.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
The not her of sonmeone | knew was the
ol dest of five children who arrived
with their nother at Auschwitz. She
and the younger sister next in age
to her were "selected" by Dr. Mengele --
the Angel of Death as he was known --
to walk in one direction, the others
sent to ride in a second direction.
My friend s nother asked Dr. Mengele
if her sister could ride rather than
wal k. He smled his agreenent. The
next day ny friend' s nother |earned
t hat she had sent her sister to her
deat h. How do you ever recover from
that realization?

Phyllis pauses, overcone by this.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
O how do you ever forget that nonent
when you arrived at Auschwitz and
did realize what was happeni ng and
tried to save your sister? \Wen
Sal a Landowi cz, her nother and three
younger sisters arrived there, Sala
figured out the selection procedure
of who was chosen to be gassed
i mredi ately and who was given a
reprieve. Sala's youngest sister
still wore her hair in braids.
Sonehow Sal a managed to cut off these
braids to make her sister appear
older. This effort failed -- Sala's
youngest sister was sent to the gas
chanbers. And Sala's nother, though
a young worman, chose to go to the
gas chanmbers wth her youngest child.
Sala and her two other sisters
survi ved.

Phyllis | ooks around at the audi ence.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
German Lut heran pastor Martin
Ni emoel | er was inprisoned during the
war in Sachsenhausen and Dachau
concentration canps. He is credited
wi th saying: "First they canme for
the Socialists, and I did not speak
out -- because | was not a Socialist.
( MORE)



PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Then they came for the Trade
Uni onists, and | did not speak out --
because | was not a Trade Unioni st.
Then they cane for the Jews, and |
did not speak out -- because | was
not a Jew. Then they cane for ne --
and there was no one left to speak
for nme."

Phyllis hesitates, considering her next words.

The ot her

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Sone people say that | am obsessed
with the Holocaust. AmI? O aml
obsessed with the thought that these
horrific crinmes against humanity can
happen again -- anywhere -- anytine --
to any group of people?

actors conme to stand besides Phyllis.

PHYLLI S ( CONT' D)
Al it takes is allowing the thin
edge of the wedge to grow so w de
until ... there is no turning back

Li ghts down.
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